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So for both Emperor and Ambassador the only way
of seeming to have an understanding was by avoiding
an explanation. "The Emperor," M. de Narbonne
continued, " appeared grateful for my reserve, and
spoke with pleasure of the happiness which his
daughter, Her Majesty the Empress, enjoyed."

Then the Ambassador spoke of his reception by the
Empress of Austria, who was compelled to conceal
her hatred of Napoleon and of France beneath the
forms of politeness. "My audience with the Em-
press gave me no light. She was very glad that the
Emperor had returned in good health, and sympathized
with our Empress's pleasure who is always writing
about her numberless grounds for content. There
were many affectionate questions about the King of
Rome, many inquiries about the state of the arts in
Paris; very little was said about the last campaign,
and there were numerous most civil commonplaces.
The Empress's faintness put an end to the audience."

As for Metternich, he greeted the new Ambassador
with extreme courtesy, but he did not hesitate to say
that Napoleon ought to give up some of his territory.
M. de Narbonne wrote, March 24: " M. de Metternich
said that if the Emperor of France was willing to be
a monarch thrice as strong as Louis XIV., and master
of Europe solely by the weight of his strength, his
position, and his genius^ all difficulties would soon
arrange themselves; but that it was necessary that
England should acquire a conviction of this" truth;
that this power alone had the indisputable power of